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SOWING SUFFICIENCY
IN FARMING

SELF-SUFFICIENT rural

economy requires state

planning and intervention

casures that go beyond

the formulation of national strate-

gle blueprints, such as the Malaysia
Plans.

Whenthe National Economic Pol-
ey was introduced in 1970, agricul-
ture accounted for about 30 per cent
or one-third of the country’s gross
domestic product, but it declined 10
10,5 percent in 2000,

Agriculture contributed 7.4 per
cent to GDI? in 2020, said the Depart-
ment of Statistics, The agro-food sub-
sectors’ contribution was at 48.2 per
cent, or RMS2 billion, in 2020,

Of the estimated 5.3 million hee-
tares of agricultural land in 2020,
900,000 hectares (16.75 per cent) are
devoted tothe agro-food sub-sectors,

The rest, 4.2 million hectares (80.7
per cent), Is devoted to primary com-
modities, such as oll palm and rubber,

The rise In Inflation has high-
lighted the nation's exposure 1o price
shocks as we depend heavily on food
Imports.

Inflationary pressures have
impacted farmers as they're hit by
rising feed costs, prolonged labour
shortages, and continuing price cell-
ings or controls, All these eat into

thelrthin profit margins,

For example, o padi farmer under
the Muda Agricultural Development
Authority (Mada) in Kedah, which
contributes between 40 and 45 per
cent to the nation's padi output, now
has to pay RM78 for fertiliser, which
used to cost RMS0.

Pesticide used to cost RMAS but is
now selling for RM90,

In 2016, the average or mean
income of padi planters under Mada
was RM2,527 per month,

Most padi farmers are also In debt
to government and private entities.

It was reported that 300,000 padi
planters were drowning (n debt, so
the problem becomes Inter-genera-
tional and, by extension, structural

Thetrend issimilar for other farm-
ers, be it vegetable or poultry.

In short, the global cost-push and
supply-side inflation have worsened
structural woes faced by agro-food
farmers, the unsung heroes of the
nation,

Efforts to improve the situation
can be made through the expansion
of contract farming, that Is, directly
between farmers and manufactur-
ers or retaller. of which Pertubuhan
Peladang Kawasan Kuala Langat isan
eminent example.

Contract farming has also been

used in the broller chicken industry
since the 1980s,

The integrators (multinational
companies in food manufacturing)
provide basic inputs like day-old
chicks and feed to farmers.

Inturn, the (armers agree to sell
back (ully grown broflers to the inte-
grator at mutually agreed prices.

Contract farming would improve
the efficiency of the supply chaln and
Increase farmers’ income and profit,
I's superior to government subsicies,

This form of supply chain man-
agement (SCM) allows farmers to be
connected to the global value chain
via MNCs and other private sector
players,

A more Integ rated SCM will ensure
competition among supply-chains,
whether anchored by the public sec-
tor through the Federal Agricultural
Marketing Authority, orprivate sector
via curtels, monopolies and oligopo-
lies, where digitalisation will ensure
an edge.

Empowering farmers with con-
tract farming will ensure a sustaina-
ble and self-sufficient rural economy.
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Hawkers dumping oil in drain

THE Penang government has sald riv
ersinthe stateare polluted due to peo-
ple's irresponsible attitude ("Who's to
blame?™ — NST, May 30).

It is regrettable that many parties,
Includingindustries, do not dispose of
waste properly. The same thing hap-
pens in my nelghbourhood too,

When I go for my daily walk in a
temannearby, Tusually park my carby
the roadside. I need tocross a monsoon
drainto get tothe park.

I notice that the water in the drain
Is covered with a thick film of oil and
waste,

The root cause Is the howkers who
ply thelr trade by the roadside in the
evening They conveniently dump oll
and waste into thedrain.

Since it s a dry season, there Is
hardly any flow of waterinthe drain,

Sadly, alter two years of hardship
caused by Covid-19, people have not
changed their attitude, Instead of

being grateful 1o be able to trade. the
hawkers, as well as customers, resort Lo
their old habits and mentality.

There should beregular and stricter
enforcement so that thisirresponsible
attitude could be changed, The ideal
thing is to educate the people nbout
the dire effects of their behaviour on
the environment,

Changing people’s mindset |s
the key 10 ending pollution. Stricter
enforcement ks needed to create more
awareness about theseriousness ofthe
matter,

Heavier penalties need tobe meted
out toserial offenders as o deterrent,

In all, a collective approach needs
to be taken to save our water sources
from becoming scarce.

It s no use regretting when the
damage is done
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